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Three
Candles

By
MILDRED €. GOODRIDGE

{Copyright. 1915, by W, G. Chapman.)

“Threa of the wax candliea, plenss—
the little ones, Why do you hesitateT”
Mrs. Prescolt, young, still beautiful,
although sorrow shadowed her fuce
and her ayes looked dim and wearled,

almost reproachfully challenged the
faltering clerk in the litile confoc
tionery and toy store. “Aa [ tell

you, I will pay for them and the cake

when 1 get my pay, Saturday,” she
added,
“Oh, It Is not that!" declared the

girl behind the counter, “Indead It 18

ter to lend her some of his small
moans.

Mary refused. It was then that
Preacott had threatened to break her
apirit if she did not meot his wishes,
it was then that he started out with
Arilne, to hide the child away [rom
her molther untll Mary relented

Then, overcome with this feartul
climax of misfortunes, Mra. Prescott
had resigned harsel! to her fate as
n lonely, brokenhearted belng without
a friend in the world.

Bo she thought and settled down to
work for a seamstress o the town.
In her estimate of friendlessnons, how-
over, she had not counted on the undy-
Ing fidelity of a noble man,

Paul Barry had not forgotten her.
News had come to his ears, an intul-

tion of the worthlessnesa of Pres-
cott. He bad secretly visited and in-
vestigntod, and had found himself

powarless to batter things or come be-
tween husband and wife He came
again when he learned of the sup-
posed death of father and child.
Then he made a strange discovery.
This was the statement from a friend

not. It Is becatise my heart is full of
love and sympathy for you. My dear
lady, won't you try to forgei?

“1 must never do that,” replied the
Indy In mourning In sad but even
tonas. "It Is the ltitle one's third
birthday anniversary. She was the
only ray of brightness that ever came
Into my Ula. With all the agony and
grief, her memory s sacredly sweet
to ma."

Without another word the girl placed
the three tiny candles (n the puckage |
containing a small frosted cake the
lady had ordered, but her (ears were
falling and she vainly tried to stifle
& sob.

‘Bless you, dear.” spoke now Mra.
Prescott. gently Do not think mo
morbid. It would be cruel for me to
forgoet Little Arline,”

“The lady of sorrows!” murmuréed
the girl, pathetically, ns her customer
departed. “Poor soul! Truly, her cup

18 full to overflowing
A tragedy, sudden, terrible and dev-

Won't You Try to Forgeti™

istating, had come into the life of
Mary Prescott. The little town knew
only of (ts rare outlines, Mr. and
Mra, Prescott had come to Wartham

with a little child a year old. They
rented a small cottage and lived very
much to themaelves. Their life seemed
a strange one. The hushand would
go away mysteriously and be abeent
for as long as a month at a time. Dur-
Ing such periods mother and child
shut themselves up in the lonely home,
gceing as few people as was possible
Nelghbors never intruded, but they
could not fall to notlce that the lady's
face gréew paler and thinner each day.
and her eyes had s constant expres-
alon of feuwr, suspense or griaf, they
could not determine which sentiment
most prevalled,

Then the truth came ont, discovered
by & resident of the little town visit-
Ing the clity, James Prescoll was a
gambler., He had usad up all his own
money and that of his wife at the
card table For a month, surly,
secowling, speaking to no oneé in the
town, he had been seen about the
house. Then one evening the village
was startled by a new disclosure,
The father, with little Arline by his
side, had been seen to go dboard the
river steamer Puritan. An hour later
Mra, Prescott came rushiog to the
wharf to make inguiriés. She wus
frantie, half beside herself. Two
hours luter this clreumstance wag ob-
scured by the message flashed frong
a point Afty miles down the river, that
the boller of the Puritan had blown
up In midstream and of the one hun-
dred passengers aboard less thun
twenty had been rescued. About fifty
bodies were recovered. In the list of
those not found the names of James
and Arline Prescott were llsted.

In the village it wns supposed that
Prescott had been taking his child on
a easual down-he-river trip. Alas!
poar, bereaved Mary Prescott alone
knew the agitating Incidents that led
up to the tragedy that shadowed her
already dreary life,

Bhe had never loved James Pres
cott, It seemed as if some adverse
mockery of fate bhad conspired to
mnke her sccept his ottentions back
im her home village of Leclaire. Just
before Prescott appeared upon the
seeng Mary had received & proposal
of marringe from a most estimable
young man named Paol Barry. B8he
had not known her heart at the tlme,
but later, when the full measyre of
her sorrowiul miseries overwhelmed
her, she realized that her hesitation,
which had driven him away. had been
a lifetime mistake. Mary smothered
her disappointment, bhowever, glving
her full love to little Arline and by pa
tence and loyalty striving to win
some measure of kinduess from her
husband.

In this she algnally failed. Prescott,
protending to be a man of means, had
infuenced Mary's father to favor the
murriage. Just after the weddiog her
father died. His ostate was quite
smull and was divided between his
daughter and m crippled stepbrother,
HBoon Prescott had squandered his
wife's portion. Then he (ried to in

ather’'s , or induce the lat-
T o e 1 d
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that he had soem Prescott In a dis-
tant city two weeks after the sinking
of thie steamer. Barry startéd a new
investigation ‘

Whatevear he learned, It resulted in
his visiting Warthim upon that sume |

evening when Mrs, Prescott had |
bought the tiny candles to r-‘!vhrulo‘
the third anniversary of the birthday
of Hitle Arline

Under the cover of darkness he hov- |

ersd about the boarding house where |
Mrs. Proscott oceupled a room. He
located the apartment from the out-
side. At & table he made out Mra,

Prescott, seated at a table upon which
wns a cuke with three lighted candles |
an it

A great wave of plty and love swept |

his soul as he comprehended the
meaning of the lonely scene. Then
Barry entered the house, He consult-

o the Inndlady, She was to manage
to get Mrs, Prescott out of her room
for a brief spell. while he sped to the

village hotel, to return and smuggle
into the room a little child. Barry
soated her at the table, went down-

stalrs and gnve an agreed-on sigual
to the landiady.

A minute lster Mrs.
turned upstalrs to confront-
elild, Arline!

It was a feverish
the poor i er Harry did not in-
trude until the frst wild joy of find-
Ing the dead alive had somewhat sub-
sided. 1t waa then that he told her
of the escape from the wreck of fa-
ther and child, of his discovery of
the former with Arline in a wretched
havel In = distant clty. Prescott had
sustained serious Injuries in the ex-
plogion of the steamer, had died, and |
Barry had broupht Arline home.

True friend he had been. In her
heart of hears fervently Mary Pres
cott realized this fuily.

True lover ever! B8She knew this,
too, befors many weeks had passed
by, and littls Arline and happy Mary
after the storm found peace and &
loyal protector

Prescott ro-
her lost

unreal hour for

Man Never Gets Old.

When is a man old? A woman is as
old as she looks, and a man is old
when he quits looking. Dr. Osler's re-
marks were distorted until the popular
belinf was established that a man at
slxty was ready for the chloroform
cone. From recent news it would ap-
pear more plausible that at that age
a man s ready for the lce cream cone.
being a mere child in years compared
to frolicsome, nonagenarians who
hurtled into telegraph briefs, the
New York correspondent of the Pitts-
burgh Dispatch writes. Lately there
have been ninety-three-yoar-old
vouths looking around the matrimonl-
fl market and callow youths of ninety-
one quitting the bench to make room
for & mere infant of elghty-soven.
Time was when a man at ninety re
tired to the easy chair with a cush-

lon for his gouty [foot, romaining
there In querulous grandeur to the
general exasperntion of these who

had to wait on bim. The modern man
of ninety or more, however, is the
spriest of the spry. belng “there” on
the dancing floor, the golf links or In
the tonneau of the seven-passenger
car,

Sand Toboggan,

Tohogganing, In some form, sSeems
to he dear to the human heart, espe
clally to the heart of the boy. In the
deserts of the Southwest, whore snow
never falls and water is a rarity, the
too plentiful sand offers the means ol
satisfying this craving. 1 was recent
Iy exploring some remarkable sand
dunes on the Colorado desert, to
which the thirteen-yearold son of my
liost had plloted me. While 1 was in-
tent upon my notes and photograph-
Ing, 1 heard a patter of bare feet be:
hind me, and in 8 moment my lively
young friend shot past me with a
shout, threw up his heels, and plunged
headiong down the steep slope of a
80-foot dune on the edge of which 1
was standing. By using a little arm
motlon, he eusily slid to the bottom.
When he had rubbed the sand out of
his bair and noss, he was ready for
another descent.—J. Smeaton Chase ln
St. Nicholas.

Flicker, Flicker, Facile Finger.

Every industry nowadays evolves
Itsa own literature, We observe a
movie enterprise announcing that
‘there's thumps and throbs" in a
new offering: “fOve reels of punch, pep
and plot, pluck. perils and pitfalls,
The plodding pawns of ponury cross
and recross the primrose paths of
plenty, plagued by pitiless perlidy,
down, down, doggedly down to the
“ofenting dusk of disaster'a doom.
Then fate, the Hekle fiddler’s fancy,
shifts and from out the tortured
tangle love leaps and lnughs and linke
the lucklorn lives with loops of gold.”

The movie, reflecting the moelstrom
of modern life, long ago swallowed
the best actors and drumatists. Now
It is evidently widenipg to devour the
mare refined literary talent. Did Rob
ort Chambers write that “ad” or waa
it "Hen" Jumes? And are we Lo wit
neas all lterature become reely?—
Bt, Louls Post-Dispateh,

Acquiring Abllity,
The very best way to got abllity is
to do thoroughly whatever yoa do.

< Edward
B.(ark
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OMETHING more than a 8score
of yeara ago James G. Blaine
renigned his position as secre-
tary of state In the cabinet of
President Harrison. He was
succeeded by Gen, John W, Fos.
ter. A few months ago Willlam
J. Bryan resigned uis position
as secretary of state In the cabinet of President
Wilson. Ho was succeeded by Robert Lansing.
These two statements of fact are put together
because It may be Jusiified by the human inter-
est which seemn o exist in the fact that John
W. Foater |s the fatherin-law of Robert Lansing,

It i3 probable that no two men more entirely
different in tempernment and In manifestations
thereof ever existed than William J. Bryan and
his successor In office, Robert Lansing. Mr.
Bryan was more or less inclined to be hail fel
low well met with mén. Mr, Lansing bas little
of the hall fellow well met in him, but never
thelees he is approachable. genial and almost
without question the best listener that the state
departmont has had for o Ereat many years

Now it s snid frequently that the man who |8
a good listener fs more apt to get results than
the man who I8, we shall not say a good,
but a great talker. Those who know the pres:
ent gecretary of state say that there is no chan-
nel connecting one of his ears with the other,
This almply fs thoir way of expressing the faet
that nothing that goes into one of Mr. Lansing's
ears finds exit from the other. He holds fast
what he hears and later he acts on his kunowl-
edge or refuses to act on It as sesms better to
hia understanding of the case.

Ordinarily speaking, persons lke to hear
stories about men in high positions. It is prob-
ably no exaggeration to say that there are a
thousand stories about Mr. Bryan, about Mr.
Knox, about Mr. Root, and about one or an:
other of the predecessors in office of the present
Incumbent to one about the present Incumbent
himself. When one says stories, of course, ho
means human Interest and humorous stories. Mr.
Lansing does not lend himself readily to the ex-
ploftation of fun making. He Is a grave man, a
receptive man and therefore not at all an ex
ubernnt man. His sense of humor, however, s
been and he enjoys a good story well told and
tnjoys It with an evident, it qulet, showing of
appreciation

The kind of story they tell about Mr. Lanalng
when a story |8 demanded !s8 in character some-
thing like that of the man himszelf, grave and
dignified, and not possessing the qualities which
makeé up the more or lesa substantial story with
a substratum of humor,

For Instance, not long ago two ambassadors
representiog foreign countries, and one high
official of the United Stutes government, ex-
pressed & desire for an audlence with Mr. Lan-
sing on a certain Thuraday evening. Mr. Lan-
glng sald that he would be happy to see the
goentlemen at almost ap other time, “but on
Thursday evening | must go to church.”

Now, Robert Lansing I8 a Presbyterlan, and s
good one. It took real sincerity of purpose for
o secrotary of state, who Is supposed Lo be ready
at any hours of the day or night to listen to
the plenipotentiaries of forelgn powers, to say

in effect, “No, state matters must walt until
after prayer meeting.”
When Mr. Bryan was sceretary ol state he

paw Lhe newspaper men frequently, and his ioter-
course with them was rather of the free and
ety sort because the Nebraska gentleman was
and {8 a pewspaper man himseli. The corre-
npondents, however, dld not get any extraor-
dinary amount of news out of Mr, Bryan despite
his affability. Mr. Lansing has regular business
meetings with the correspondents. There are
few storles to fiy back and forth, few quips of
humor, and there is the usunl reticence on many
subjects which marks diplomacy, but Mr. Lan-
eing, nevertheless, always gives up a story, a
nows item of minor or greater lmportance, when-
ever It is proper (or him so to do, and, moreover,
he Is a pretty keen judge of news values despite
the fact that he |s & lawyer and probably does
not know & 4em dash from a linotype machine.

Some people say Lthat Mr. Lansing had several
months’ training as sccretary of state before he
topk office actunlly. These are the peopls who
think that he did most of Mr. Bryan's work.
This probably 15 unjust to Mr. Lansing's prede-
ceggor, but it Is known definitely that the pres-
ent secretary was consulted constantly and con-
siatantly upon most of the matters relating to our
forelgn intercourse, which recently, as everybody
knows, has been In a state not only delicate, but
perilous,

It is pretty definitely known now that when
Mr. Lansing was counselor for the state depart-
ment he aided the president materinlly In writing
the note to Germany which was pesned June 9.
It waa the topne of this note which Mr. Bryan
thought was too militunt, and It was this note in
n wey which cansed the Nebraskan to reslgn his
position as chief of the president’'s cablnet.

When It s snld that & man {8 grave, a good
listener and not overgiven to talking, the im-
pressiou received {8 perhaps that be ia lacking
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In interest In what are called the human things
of life. Robert Lansing s a baseball fan; he Is
alzo a painter of no mean abllity; he knows how
to handle the rod and resl and can land with
noatness and dispateh a brook trout or a small-
mouth bass. Moreover, Mr. Lansing likes the
social life, and not infregquently he is to be seen
at afternoon affairs when state department duties
arg mot pressing, and still more frequently at eve.
ning affairs whera, as one might say, he loosens
up s bit and talks In & way to draw hls anditors
and to hold them,

Oswald Garrison Villard has written in the
New York Evening Post this Httle description of
Mr. Lansing's personal appearance:

“The contrast between Mr. Bryan and his suec-
cesgor 18 nowhere more marked than in their
personalities. Mr. Lansing is a handsome man,
with notably fine eyes and a winning countenance
that lighta up most sttroctively when he I8
nmusel. ‘He smiles with hls eves as well as
otherwise,' writes a Washington reporter about
him, and there I8 a keenness In their expression
which Indicates an able and a nimble mind, He
Is altogether of grave and dignifled presence,
which 1 enhanced by his prematurely gray hale
—he is only fifty-ona, He I8 well groomed,
stands up streaight and looks directly into the
oyes of his questioners. Usually he is wearing
the black cutawany of statesmanship, You feel
Instinctively that he is =~ man to tie to, the kind
which shrewd, Intuitive women would naturally
seok a8 o counselor. Indeed, this title which he
has hitherto borne in the state department Ots
him like a glove.”

In the paragraph which is quoted something is
gald dabout the mecretary of state belng a hand-
pomé man. Some Washington resldents declara
that he |s the handsomest man in the cahbinet,
Others do not agree to this, but all admit that the
secretary’s way of carrying himself s all that it
should be, It is perhapa probable that Mr. Lan-
sing knows that he carries himself well. At any
rata he anlone (8 responsible for his carriage,
while his tailor Is responsible In consideranble
meéasure for making the secretary admittedly
the bestdressed man in publlc life in Washing-
ton.

It may be asked who is, or, rather, who was,
Robert Lansing? While the answer 18 not to be
given in a few words, It 1s probable that the
secretary of state was comparatively unknown
until he cameé inte prominence in connection
with our delicate deallngs with Mexico aud with
the other powers, little and great, which re-
cently have been at trouble among themselves or
within themselves, and have been directly nmd in-
directly causing trouble to the United States,

Robert Lanning was born in o small clty, Wa.

.
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tertown. In northern New York. only a few miles
from the St. Lawrence river, from the waters of
which it 18 probable that as a boy he drew many
a plekersl and bass and laid the foundation of
his love for the sport which Isase Walton made
famous. He entered the state department as
eounselor one year sgo last March, succeeding
John Bassett Moore. For thirty years, that Is
since he was twenty-one years of nge, Mr. Lan-
ging has been studying and practicing interna-
tional law. He was connected in behalf of the
United States with a great many arbitration
cases. He was thls government's assoclate coun-
sel in the fur seal arbitration twenty-two years
ago, and later he represented the government
before the Bering sea e¢lnims commission. He
was counsel for the government in the Alaska
boundary dispute and he has served Uncle Sam
in China, Mexlco, Venezuela and st The Hague
in various arbitration matters

It ia said that Robert Lansing slipped easlly
and gracefully into the big chalr in the eabinet
room, which stands at the right hand of the
bigger chalr which is occupled by Woodrow Wil
gon. A good many men of note have occupied
the chalr. When a man ceases to be secretary
of state history invariably mukes an estimate of
him and of his services. \\‘hg.l. will the verdict
be concerning Robert Lansing?

One thing l8 certain, Mr. Lansing entered upon
his great office dutles at a time when It is pos-
sible for s man to win his spurs or to loge them,
and that quickly. There are heavy burdens on
the shoulders of this present incumbent of high
cabinet office. When the coiner stone of the
Pan-American building was lald Theodora Roose-
volt, then president of the United States, deliv-
ered an address in which he sald that there had
poen many great secretaries of state, but that
thers had been none greater than Elihu Root.

At the laying of some corner stone or at the
ceremonies attending fome other !-namornbla oc-
cnslon will it be Woodrow Wilson's part to rise
to his feet and say, “There have been many great
secrotaries of state, but none greater than Rob-

Lansing ™

HrtInI :vrltlnsg this sketch one very important mat-
ter eame preétty near being overlooked. Robert
Lansing, secretary of state, {s a poot. Some PE‘?:
ple say that he is "a writer of exquisite verse.

Poetry 18 poetry; verse Is gither near poetry or
no kin to poetry. Mr. Lansing does not clalm
to be a great poet. It Is probable that he writes
poetry as a diversion. At any rate, L Is sena:
ally conceded that he is a pretty falr poet, an

that he also Is much more than & pretty falr

inter.

|:“‘Bo when the American people have & SecTeLaTy
of state who can make other nations sit up and
pay attention, who can fish, who chn play hm:‘e-
ball, who can dress well, who can paint, who
can write poetry, and, what is hetter. exceedingly
forceful prose, ought not the sald American peo-
pla to be satisfied with the man who has taken
upon himself a large part of the burdens of
state at a time when thoke burdens are heavy?

WAS CONSERVATIVE,

His Host—By the way, what do you think of
the Mexiean imbroglio?

Mr, Malaprop—To tell the truth, I lke old-
tashioned American fruits the best.—Judge,

WISE HOBO,
“How 18 It you nlways plok out a bachelor to
listen to your hard-Juck story?”
“A married man has troubles of his own usu-
ally."—Loulsville Courler-Journal.

SELF-CONGRATULATION.

S8he—1 suppose you know I came near marry-
fng Jim before 1 married you?

He—Now | know why he shakes hands so
warmly when we meet.—Judge,

CAME TRUE.

“p fortune teller told me yesterday that I would
meet with a financial reverse.”

“And did you?"

“Yes: she charged me §2."

STRICT PARTY MAN.

"Do you promise to love, honor and cherlsh
this woman?"

“Yen," sald the politiclan, “whatever the plat-
form ia | subscribe to It."

ONE ON THE 20CO0.
Golfer (proudly)—1 play with my head, m,
bvoy."
Hin ival—Yes, | notice that you are partial ta
wooden eclubs.

P

GATHERED FACTS

Sudan grass yields from one to eight

This country annunlly makes use of
about 60,000,000 gas mantles and 10,
000 mantles “or gusoling and kerosane

TAKEN FROM EXGH&HQES
A furnace of n a-l type has been

On the outbreak of the war the Falk-
land Islands voted & git to Great
Aritain of §11,860, squivalent to $6 for

Muster every detail of work that fails
to your lot.—Selected. J

tons of cured hay nn acre.

Two English sclentiste who are ex-
perimenting expect to solve the prob-
lem of producing electricity directly
from coal without using u steam on-
gine and dynamo,

Parto Rico {8 producing & wood that
is only half ns heavy as cork mnd that
ean bo used 1o life preservers and life
rafts and for insuwation against heat

and cold,

lnmps.

An English authority has decided
that Iather applied to & man's face
for shaving has such high antiseptic
value as to destroy even the typhold
bacillus,

Hawall, with & population of 200,000,
had n forelgn trade last year of $76,
500,000 In 1867, the year before an-
uesation to this country,

1 Btates

Congregational church in 'that town
for 45 years. For continuous notlve
service In s single Congregational
oburch, Mr. Goodenough is second In
his und the United

each inhabitant.

An extensiye plant bas been bullt in
Venezugla for the -=anulucture of
wrapplng paper and strawboard from
au aquatie plaat growiug profusely
in that country,

To feellitate towing a dlsabied wu
tomobile to a garage there bhas been
invented ® small (ruck (bni can be
made to take the pluce

two hroken

o
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INTERNATIONAL
SUNDAYS(TI00L
LFSSON

(By B, O, BHELLERS, Acting Director of
Bunday Bchvol Course of Moody Bible
Institute of Chicago.)

(Copyright, 1918, Wentern Notwspaper Ush..:"

LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 28
AMOS, THE FEARLESS PROPHET.

S

LERSON TEXT-Amos 6:1-18
GOLDEN TEXT — He that hath my

ward lot him speak my word falthfully,—
Jor, 238,

Among the prophets Amos bulks
large, His message (B, O, 787 1) la
most thoroughly modern and fta ap-
plication to our present day problems
desorves caraful consideration. Read
the entire book prayerfuily, Chapters
1 sod 2 enumerale the sins of the
nation and of lsrasl: 86 contaln ad-
dresses of the prophet: 7:1-9, 10 rec-
ords his visions and the conclusion,
§:11-15 s a Mosgianic prophecy. The
modern prophet of social service and
those who neglect a proper consider-
ntlon of “applied Christianity,” both
ought to ponder wall this pnasago.

I. Jehovah's Lamentation, vv.1.8. The
words of this lesson are those of Je-
hovah spolken to the house of lsreal
but apply to all people of all ages.
Verse one s a prophecy of the mas
ter's grief over the holy city (Luke
13:84; 19:41). Outwardly rich and
opulent, in Jehovah's sight the na-
tion had already fallen (v. 2 R. V.)
and there “is none (present tense) to
ralse her up." Iarnel Is porsonified

1

|

€l miy abe of

ns & malden soroly wounded. Spoken
decades before, Israel did fall and bhas
risen no more, Dut there is a possibil-
ity of mercy, There {s here a com-
mand and a promise and those who
obey the command will obtatn the
promise of life.

To “Beck yo me" (v. 4) I8 to turn
the face to him rather than to turn
the back., It implles the forsaking
of all evil thoughts, yea, our own
thoughts and ways and to turn unto
him who will abundantly pardon (Isa,
§5:6-T; Deut. 30:28). There is life for
the most outbrenking and cutrageons
sinner {f he will seek the Lord,

Il. The Prophet’s Exhartation, vv. 4.8,
The places montioned in verse five
had each been made sacred by God's
presence and subsequently degraded
by Idolatry. Bethel especially so.
(Gen. 12:8; 28:10-18; | Kings 12:29-29),
These new religions and the false
worshiping were beguiling even the
sincere and unwary, honce the warn-
ing. We need to beware of the mani-
fold “new cults” lest we depart from
the falth of our fathers. America {8
today standing upon a soclal and re-
ligious crater In many ways similar to
anclent Israel. God s either & con-
suming fire (Heb. 15:28-20; Mark
§:43-49) to the impenitent or else a
minister of grace to those who repent.
Verse seven s & suggestion regard-
ing the rulers of that day and finds
far too many counterparts in our own
times. In verse 4 Jehovah exhorts
the people to “seek him and live.
In verse 6 the prophet utters the
same cry. Now (v. §) the appeal {8 to
seek him becsuse to do so Is wisdom.
fa) It Ia he "that maketh the stars'
the earth, yea, everything, and It Is
well to be on his slde (Ps. 19). (b)
He “turneth the shadow of death Into
morning” (R. V.) (see Pa. 30:5). Who
can comprehend the vast host of hia
gainte for whom this has been done?
{e) He "maketh the day dark with
the night™ (R. V.). This he 18 doing
repeatedly. The God who set the day
fn it turn can also turn It aside;
he has done it both past and present.
(d) He “calleth for the waters—and
poureth them out upon the face of the
earth.” This {s both poetical and
sefentific. Cod dellvers the raln and
upon him we all depend. It Is the part
of wisdom as well as of life to be on
the side of the self-existent, aternal-Je-
hovah agninit whom man's gtrength
is as nothing (v. 9).

‘What man creates, man can destroy,
witness Liege and Louvaln—and is
God any less able?

11l. The Word of Application, wvv.
10-18, Sinners alwayd hate the man
who rebukes thelr sin. Seripture is
not needed to prove this fact, for we
dee it today. We are specifically
warned ngainst tho pralse of the
wicked (Luke §:26) and any true and
upright witness for Christ knows that
he 18 ablhorred by those whose livea
are crooked. (John 3:18, 20). Verse
11 (A. V.) sounda wvery much Hke
many of the strictures that are helng
moads regarding the acts of some of
the rich of today. How frequently we
behold mansions bullt from the pro-
ceeds of oppression deserted by the
ones who anticipated their occupancy.
How few fortunes are really expended
and enjoyed by those who make the
accumulation. The manner by which
wo accumulate, our conduct towards
the just (Acts 7:02), our accoplance
of bribes, and our neglect of the nesdy
and the poor I8 all known to God,
(v, 12}, "Therefore,” even as today
it is diMoult and costly to get justice
In our courts, even as inlquity is rapids
1y growing in the earth, about all the
prudent man can do I8 to hold hie
pesce, to wall upon God and wateh for
him. He it I8 who must call with
trumpet voleo (lga. 65:1) even though
he does now speak with human Hps.
The fourth exhortation to “seck” (v,
14) is to search aftor the good, though
the time be an “evil ona"

The individual {8 to spek good, to
hate evil, aud do all In his power W
Yestablish justice In the gate,” wiz;
B0 for as In his power (les, esalt to
the positions of rulers snd governors
those who also "seek good, not evil.”

The result will e that Jehovah, the
God of hosts, “will be with us” even in
this evil time (See Gen, 39:4, 3, 23;
Phi, 14:8-9),

True goodness Iu to “hate ayll and
love the good” (Fs. 87:10; Rom. 10:9),
By this wost we may know I we reaily

This 1s the path of blessedness
(Hab. 1:8). =
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